Bill Gannon, CMA

1503 Barclay St.

Vancouver, B.C.

V6G 1J8

June 1, 2008

The Honourable Hedy Fry

Denman Mall

Denman St.

Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Ms. Fry,

About a year ago, as you are my MP, I left some papers at your local constituency office expressing my deep concerns about the probability of supertankers transporting crude oil in the inside waters of British Columbia from Kitimat, B.C., down Douglas Channel 140 kilometres to Hecate Strait and on to the Pacific Ocean. You may remember I asked you to please ask Prime Minister Harper to clarify his position on a supertanker port in Kitimat. 

You kindly referred my concerns to the Prime Minister’s Office, which forwarded it to the Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport. Six months later, in October 2007, I received an email from Mr. Richard Stryde, Special Assistant for Northern and Western Canada, Department of Transport, Infrastructures and Communities, replying on behalf of Minister Cannon, who assured me that: 
· “Transport Canada is committed to ensuring that British Columbia’s coastal waters are protected.” 

Following the February 22, 2008 announcement by Enbridge that the $4 billion Gateway pipeline project would proceed to the regulatory approval stage, I wrote back to Mr. Stryde asking for more information regarding the "risk-mitigating measures" that he claimed his department had implemented. 

A reply dated April 3, 2008 came from Andrew Walasek, Special Assistant - Ontario and Western Canada, who advised me that: 

· "No approval is required from Transport Canada's Marine Safety Office for any shipment or projects."
Again, on May 22, 2008, Mr. Walasek, now a Senior Special Assistant, wrote: 

· "Approval from Transport Canada is not required for any shipments of oil or gas."
This is more shocking to me and fellow British Columbians, of whom 75 per cent favour a ban on oil tankers in their inside waters, than simply knowing what Mr. Harper's position is. We can easily get rid of him in the next election. 

Far more serious is the fact that our Prime Minister’s Office has delegated the issue of the inevitable oil spills from the proposed supertankers in British Columbia inside waters to a department whose approval is not required for any shipment or projects, oil or gas. 

It is imperative that the people of British Columbia be given a straight answer to the following question: 

· Is approval required from any department in the Canadian government for shipments of oil or gas, and if so, which department? 

I have published this email on my website www.bcwaters.org and I, along with many other concerned British Columbians, anxiously await your reply.

Yours sincerely, 

Bill Gannon, CMA 

