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Preparedness
Vancouver Unprepared for a major oil spill

Major Marine Vessel Casualty Risk and Response Preparedness in British Columbia 

Report prepared for the Living Oceans Society, in July, 2008 

By: Stafford Reid (M.Sc.,R.P. Bio) – principal of EnviroEmerg – has over 30 years in multi-disciplinary environmental management.  Over the last 18 years, work has focused. on marine vessel risk assessment and spill response preparedness.  For information about EnviroEmerg Consulting Services, visit its web site at: EnviroEmerg.ca

Synopsis by Bill Gannon, CMA

May 2009

Most oil damage to marine environments is caused by normal tanker traffic and chronic spills; major tanker spills increase directly with increased traffic. Alberta oil suppliers and foreign customers, primarily China, intend to use Vancouver and the BC coast as a depot for oil shipments. Chronic spills are a certainty, and a major spill is a high probability. Yet, Vancouver does not appear to be ready to handle a major oil spill: 

The Major Marine Vessel Casualty Risk and Response Preparedness in British Columbia report was prepared in July, 2008 for the Living Oceans Society and based on independent research and expert opinion of Stafford Reid of EnviroEmerg Consulting Services.  Mr. Reid identifies the following issues in his report.

For details, please read the report:  http://bcwaters.org/LOS_marine_vessels_report.pdf. Synopsis by Bill Gannon, CMA, below:

· Narrowly defined emergency preparedness standards for a Transport Canada certified Response Organization. 

· Operational gaps in: 

· Rescuing oiled wildlife 

· Handling oily wastes 

· Deciding to use oil dispersants or to in-situ oil burn 

· Managing  a large shore workforce 

· Responding to oil; types not defined under the Canada Shipping Act and hazardous substances. 

· .Lack of emergency planning and preparedness in: 

· vessel salvage 

· cargo and fuel removal 

· places of refuge decision-making 

· rescue of a disabled vessel 

· tug export of oil tankers 

· Institutional and financial gaps related to how marine emergencies are managed, funded, and damages compensated. 

· In Canada, the ship owner is responsible for incident management and impact mitigation from an oil spill or other environmental consequences, not the cargo owner or vessel charterer. 

· When a ship owner is no longer willing or able to continue with response activities, a “Transfer of Command” is undertaken where government then assumes all incident management responsibilities. Includingresponse cost. 

· Of particular concern is the lack of harmonization and positive  relationship between the province (represented by the BC Ministry of Environment) and federal (represented by Canadian Coast Guard) governments pertaining to incident management for an oil spill, let alone a ,major n vessel casualty. 

 

Please read the full report (144 pages) at:  http://bcwaters.org/LOS_marine_vessels_report.pdf
The above synopsis was prepared by Bill Gannon, CMA.
