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Bill Gannon, CMA

1503 Barclay St.

Vancouver, B.C.

 V6G 1J8

May 5, 2009
Mayor of Vancouver
City of Vancouver
453 West 12th Avenue
Vancouver, BC   V5Y 1V4
Canada

Dear Mayor Robertson:
I call your attention to the disaster outside of the South Korean Harbour of Mallipo. On December 7, 2007, a barge broke loose in a storm, collided with an oil tanker at anchor, and 2.7 million gallons of crude oil spilled into the water. “On 8 December, waves of crude oil began washing ashore, affecting seabirds and threatening various fish farms….  The oil spill is currently moving south due to tides and wind, therefore, the focus of the operation is on constraining its further spread south.” (United Nations Situation Report No. 2, December 17, 2007 10 days after the spill).  
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Mallipo Beach, South Korea December, 2007

This is what will happen to our beaches along the crude oil tanker route from Burnaby, B.C. to the Pacific Ocean.  The data supporting my concern is well supported in my enclosure: Oil Spill History showing: It is not a matter of “IF” but “WHEN.” 
As Mayor of our beautiful city, I’m sure that you care about our beaches and marine environment. I would like to give you some more detail. I am a Certified Management Accountant and I have prepared this Risk Assessment May 2009. I believe it is urgent that you study my analysis and take action to protect our beaches before it is too late.
Burrard Inlet: A disaster waiting to happen

I am referring to the crude oil tankers that are presently leaving Burrard Inlet on a weekly basis bound for China, each tanker carrying 500,000 barrels, or 21 million gallons, of Alberta crude oil. They navigate around Stanley Park and English Bay, out into the busy Georgia Strait and on to the Pacific ocean.
The crude oil tankers threaten Barnet Marine Park, Indian Arm, Cates Park, Belcarra Regional Park, Capitol Hill, Burnaby Heights, Maplewood on the North Shore, the Second Narrows Bridge, Vancouver Harbour, Stanley Park, the Lions Gate passage, English Bay, Point Atkinson lighthouse, Bowen Island , Georgia Strait, the “protected “ Gulf Islands, Oak Bay and around Victoria, into the Pacific Ocean.
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Mallipo Harbour: A real life example
Crude oil is carcinogenic, and the effects will last for decades. An oil spill, anywhere in these waters, will devastate our marine environment for generations, threaten the health of our citizens, spoil our popular beaches, and blacken the reputation of Vancouver as an environmentally aware city. 

Who is responsible?

For the past two years, I have written to federal authorities to find out who has responsibility for these risky shipments, who is responsible for cleaning up an oil spill, and who is liable for the damage that could devastate our harbour and coastline. As you will see in the attached Correspondence history, the response has been slow, contradictory, erroneous, confused, and entirely unacceptable, given the severity of a potential oil spill catastrophe. 

You will also see in my Correspondence history that no one in the federal government is willing to accept responsibility. According to the Library of Parliament, (July 8, 2008), the Department of Transport is responsible.  However, on May 22, 2008, a Senior Special Assistant to the Minister, Department of Transport, advised me: 


“...approval from Transport Canada is not required for any shipments of oil and gas. “

There simply is no law against shipping crude oil.

I went on to find out that in Canada, the ship owner is liable for any incident management and impact mitigation from an oil spill. Neither the chartering firm nor the cargo owner (oil companies) bears any liability. The ship owner may be an obscure, numbered company in a minor foreign country. In fact, this is likely.  Neither the seller, nor the buyer will have to pay for the damage. The cost of the cleanup will be paid by us, the taxpayers. 
The one possible benefit to Canadians is contained in the Statistics Canada report, “Spotlight: Canada-China trade, November, 27 2007” with this announcement: 

“In the first seven months of 2007, the value of crude oil exports to China surpassed $150 million, as China and Canada tested the logistics of shipping Alberta Oil through the Port of Vancouver.”

Well that gives us a number to work with.  Say $300 million per year.  Increase it to $1 billion per year.  Is that a signifigant amount of trade?  “The Port trades $75 billion in goods annually”, claims Port Metro Vancouver, so $1 billion of crude oil sales is 1.3 percent of the total trades in the Port.  In my opinion, this small increase in exports is not signifigant enough to outweigh the risk associated with  crude oil shgipments, including the damages to beaches, pleasure boating, fishing, tourism, scuba diving, etc. along with the labour and sickness involved in the cleanup and , of course, the death and suffering of our wildlife..
In testing the logistics of shipping Alberta oil through the Port of Vancouver, China and Canada have not yet asked the people of Vancouver, who will be most affected by crude oil shipments, of their opinion. Surely testing the logistics would include risk assessment and a risk/benefit analysis. Where are the results?  Who has decided to accept this risk on our behalf? Until these elements of the logistics are tested, further shipments should cease.
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Furthermore, there is no urgent reason to export crude oil from the west coast of Canada. The oil companies and the Federal government are willing to risk devastating the west coast marine environment to achieve an increase in export sales.  I believe we should keep the crude oil on this continent, reduce our reliance on foreign oil, and let China and other world markets acquire fuel from sources closer to their own homeland.

.
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Vancouver is unprepared for a major oil spill, as outlined in my enclosure entitled Preparedness.  This is a synopsis of the 144 page report Major Marine Vessel Casualty Risk and Response Preparedness in British Columbia.  The enclosed photos comparing the Mallipo Beach oil cleanup personnel with the Burrard Inlet Emergency Response team are real.  
Mr. Mayor, I realize that the Federal Department of Transport is responsible for the shipment of goods in Canada, and as there is no law against shipping crude oil, there is nothing the Department can do to stop it.

The risk to the Vancouver City beaches is so high, it is in the interests of the City to investigate ways to mitigate the risk including helping to organize the legislation necessary to ban the shipment of crude oil in Burrard Inlet.  

I am calling on you, and all of my political leaders, for leadership in helping to move this issue along.  If we need federal legislation to ban this outrageous activity, how can the City of Vancouver, with all of its fine resources, help make that happen?  Please tell us, the citizens, what we can do.  What can I do? 

Can the Mayor of our City help save our beaches?

· Vancouver Mayor Robertson, will you support legislation to ban the shipment of crude oil in Burrard Inlet?

Yours sincerely,

Bill Gannon, CMA
